LESSON PLAN

Subject:  Social Studies
   Grade:  One
      Date: March 30, 2015
Lesson: Artifacts from long ago
  Time: 2:48- 3:30 pm
SLOs: 
1.2.1.1 students will recognize how their families and communities might have been different in the past than they are today

1.2.2.3 in what ways has my community changed over time (e.g., original inhabitants, ancestors, generations, ways of life)?
1.2.2.4 how have changes over time affected their families and communities in the present?
1.S.2.2 students will differentiate between activities and events that occurred recently and long ago
1.S.7.6 students will draw conclusions from organized information

Instructional Objectives: 
Knowledge:

Students will understand what artifacts are
Students will recognize objects from long ago
Skill:

Students will distinguish recent and long ago objects 
Students will draw conclusions about past and present objects

Key Questions:

What is this object? Is it from long ago? Is it recent?
Materials:

Old artifact (jar lid lifter used for canning)
Preparation:

Have object laid out on the rectangle table
Lesson Procedure:
Introduction:
1. Call the students to the rectangle table to begin our social lesson.
2. Introduce the term “artifact” and then “historic artifact”. Think-pair-share about what they think an artifact means and listen to each pair’s response. Tell students that an artifact is an object that people have made or modified. They can tell us a lot about the people who used them during that time period. Discuss that artifacts aren’t always old, there can be present day artifacts also.
Body:

3. Introduce the artifact and tell the students that today we are going to be artifact detectives.
4. Hold up the artifact for students to see and invite them to raise their hands and ask me what they are curious about. Tell them that I might not answer right away, but I want them to think of as many questions as they can.

5. Record questions on the whiteboard – look for students to see different categories: questions about what the artifact is like, questions about where it came from, and questions about what it is for.

6. Pass the artifact around so that everyone has a chance to touch it in his or her hands. Discuss careful and respectful treatment of artifacts and establish rules for handling the object- no throwing, hitting, or dropping it.

7. Group the students into groups of three and have them write down everything they know about the artifacts such as the shape, if it is smooth or rough, if it is heavy or light, and what it is made out of onto sticky notes.
8. Invite the students to ask me any of the questions that we have generated in our discussion, however, I will only answer yes or no. 
9. Work towards the students gathering a hypothesis about what the object is or what it was used for

10. Inform the students of what the object is: a can lifter. It was an essential tool that was used to grasp hot jars to safely take them out of a hot canner after processing. The rubber coating on the jar end of the tool keeps it firmly and securely wrapped around the neck of your jar while you move it to a cooling area.
Conclusion:

11. Review our findings about the artifact and congratulate the students on being great detectives.
12. At 3:26 pm have the students clean up and pack up for home. Remind the students to gather the papers from the pocket chart.
** Do the walk down to the office to identify past and present graduation pictures: ask the students to hunt for present and past pictures with their partner and then point them out to me. Discuss the past and present pictures that the students found.
Assessment:

· Checklist: used to check understanding of what an artifact is and if students can distinguish recent from long ago. 
Lesson Reflection: This is a space for notes after you’ve taught the lesson.


I included this lesson in my unit reflection as I felt that it was my most successful lesson within my social studies unit. I was extremely surprised at my students’ interest level in this social studies lesson. It went so much better than I would have predicted. We began our lesson with a discussion of what an artifact was and Jaylen right away provided me with a correct answer. Jaylen surprises me every day with how much knowledge he has about things that I would not expect one of my grade one students to know off the top of their head. 

Next, when I introduced the artifact for the students to view they were so interested in asking questions about what the object could be used for and what it looked like. The class seemed to be split into two groups about what they thought the artifact was used for. The girls all thought that it was to lift something hot out of something and the boys thought it was used to dig up something from the ground. Both groups explained their reasoning’s to me and had very good reasons for why the artifact would be used for a particular purpose.


I felt that I was constantly questioning the students about why they thought the things that they did about the artifact, but they were eager to explain why and show me how they thought the object would be used. It was great to hear how excited the students were when I finally showed them the video of what the artifact was used for. 


We ended our class with a walk down to the office hallway of the school where we went on a hunt to find past and present graduation photos. The students had a lot of fun being detectives and searching for pictures. They had great clues that they were using to identify past from present pictures. Delilah surprised me when she found an old graduation photo and told me that she used the date of the picture and the hairstyle as a clue to tell that the picture was from the past. 


Overall, this lesson turned out much better than I expected. I thoroughly enjoyed my students’ excitement for the lesson and enjoyed listening to their responses to what they thought the artifact was. This lesson was filled with lots of inquiry and the students had fun doing it. 
